Bureau of Justice Assistance Resources- Affordable Care Act
The following is a compilation of resources and grant programs that may be of assistance to state and local jurisdictions seeking to expand or enhance access to health care for the justice-involved population, especially those with substance abuse and/or mental health disorders.  The following programs may provide assistance to jurisdictions seeking to improve access to enrollment in qualifying public or private health care insurance programs for justice-involved individuals as well as improve the continuity of care for individuals returning to their communities from jailor prison with treatment needs.

Adult Drug Court Discretionary Grant Program 
The purpose of the Adult Drug Court Discretionary Grant Program (42 U.S.C. 3797u et seq.) is to provide financial and technical assistance to states, state courts, local courts, units of local government, and Indian tribal governments to develop and implement drug courts that effectively integrate evidenced-based substance abuse treatment, mandatory drug testing, sanctions and incentives, and transitional services in a judicially supervised court setting with jurisdiction over substance-abusing offenders. BJA seeks applications to establish new drug courts or enhance existing drug court services, coordination, and offender management and recovery support services.
To view the 2013 solicitation, visit: https://www.bja.gov/Funding/13DrugCourtSol.pdf 

Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Program
The Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Program seeks to increase public safety through innovative cross-system collaboration for individuals with mental illnesses or co-occurring mental health and substance abuse disorders who come into contact with the justice system. BJA seeks applications that demonstrate a collaborative project between criminal justice and mental health partners from eligible applicants to plan, implement, or expand a justice and mental health collaboration program.
To view the 2013 solicitation, visit: https://www.bja.gov/Funding/13JMHCPsol.pdf 

Second Chance Act Reentry Program for Adult Offenders with Co-Occurring Substance Abuse and Mental Health Disorders 
The Second Chance Act of 2007 (Pub. L. 110-199) provides a comprehensive response to the increasing number of incarcerated adults and juveniles who are released from prison, jail, and juvenile residential facilities and returning to communities. The Second Chance Act Programs are designed to help communities develop and implement comprehensive and collaborative strategies that address the challenges posed by offender reentry and recidivism reduction. The Reentry Program for Adult Offenders with Co-Occurring Substance Abuse and Mental Health Disorders is designed to improve outcomes for adults with co-occurring substance abuse and mental health disorders through the provision of appropriate evidence-based services and treatment during and after incarceration in prison or jail.
To view the 2013 solicitation, visit: https://www.bja.gov/Funding/13SCACoOccurringDisordersSol.pdf 

Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program
The Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program (42 U.S.C. 3751(a)) is the primary provider of federal criminal justice funding to state and local jurisdictions. The JAG Program provides states and units of local governments with critical funding necessary to support a range of program areas including law enforcement, prosecution and court programs, prevention and education programs, corrections and community corrections, drug treatment and enforcement, crime victim and witness initiatives, and planning, evaluation, and technology improvement programs.
To view the 2013 solicitation, visit: https://www.bja.gov/Funding/13JAGStateSol.pdf 

Encouraging Innovation Program 
BJA seeks to prevent and reduce crime and enhance the criminal justice system through collaboration with the field to identify, define, and respond to emerging or chronic crime problems and systemic issues. BJA looks for proposed strategies to address these issues, including trying new approaches, addressing gaps in responses, building or translating research knowledge, or building capacity to address the issues.
To view the 2013 solicitation, visit: https://www.bja.gov/Funding/13FieldInitiatedSol.pdf 

Affordable Care Act-Specific Tools  and Resources
BJA has supported several reports that address the implications of the Affordable Care Act upon individuals involved in the criminal justice system, including: 
 Medicaid and Financing Health Care for Individuals Involved with the Criminal Justice System, available at: http://csgjusticecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/ACA-Medicaid-Expansion-Policy-Brief.pdf 
 Implications of The Affordable Care Act on People Involved with the Criminal Justice System, available at: http://csgjusticecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/4.5.13_Affordable_Care_Act_FINAL.pdf 
For more publications and resources on how the Affordable Care Act impacts criminal justice systems, visit: 
http://csgjusticecenter.org/reentry/issue-areas/health/health-policy/ 
To sign up for BJA’s mailing list, which includes funding announcements, please visit www.bja.gov

Questions about how BJA’s efforts on health reform for the criminal justice system can be directed to:
Danica Binkley, JD
Senior Policy Advisor for Criminal Justice and Health Policy
US Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Assistance
(202) 305-7418
Danica.Binkley@usdoj.gov
