
 

Child Fatality and Near Fatality External Review Panel 
ZeroV 

111 Darby Shire Circle 
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 

 
Tuesday, June 17, 2025 

 
MINUTES 

 
Members Present: Hon. Benjamin Harrison, Chair; Commissioner Lesa Dennis, Department for 
Community Based Services; Dr. Christina Howard, Child Abuse Pediatrician, University of Kentucky; 
Judge Libby Messer, Fayette Family Court; Matt Belcher, State Child Fatality Review Team; Dr. Jaime 
Pittenger Kirtley, Prevent Child Abuse Kentucky; Dr. William Ralston, Chief Office of the Medical 
Examiner; Steve Shannon, KARP, Inc.; Sen. Danny Carroll, State Senate; Rep. Samara Heavrin, House 
of Representatives; Dr. Henrietta Bada, Department for Public Health; Dr. Danielle Anderson, MAT 
Provider, Nicole Smith Abbott, LCSW and Olivia McCollum, Boone County Assistant Attorney. 
 
 
Welcome and Introductions                                               Hon. Benjamin Harrison, Chair 
 
Chair Harrison welcomed everyone to the June panel meeting and thanked everyone for joining in-
person and those joining virtually. He stated that because there are currently not enough members 
present both in-person and virtually, we cannot vote on approval for the previous Minutes and case 
reviews. Once enough members join the meeting, we will make the motion to approve those items. The 
panel’s quarterly financial update can be found in your folders. If you have any questions, please let us 
know. Steve Shannon made a motion to approve the Minutes and case reviews, which was seconded by 
Dr. Pittenger. With no objections, the May Minutes and case review summaries stand as approved.  
 
Before Casey Reed’s Overdose and Ingestion presentation, the panel needs volunteers for LRC 
testimony for next Wednesday, June 25th. Representative Heavrin requested testimony from the panel 
for the Interim Joint Committee on Families and Children regarding the 2024 Annual Report. The panel 
is also scheduled to testify at the Legislative Oversight Investigations Committee on  July 10th. If anyone 
is interested in testifying on either of those dates, please let us know. Elisha wanted to notify the panel 
that she has had the first demo of the new case management system with the Commonwealth Office of 
Technology.  
 
Casey Reed gave a presentation of the Overdose and Ingestion data from previous fiscal years as well as 
the data from this year’s cases thus far. Chair Harrison stated that if anyone would like to look at the 
presentation further on their own time it will be uploaded to SharePoint.  
 
Chair Harrison stated that before the case reviews begin, we have a few updates on pending cases. 
 
Pending Cases: 
 



 

F-003-24-NC – this case was pending law enforcement records due to the lack of prosecution regarding 
the male subject involved in the case. That subject has now been criminally charged and law 
enforcement issues/commonwealth attorney issues may be removed and the case close.  
 
NF-049-24-C – this case was pending OIG records due to two separate incidents. After reviewing the 
records, it appears both complaints were received within days of the other. Therefore, we recommend 
that the missed opportunity for OIG be removed, and the case should be closed. 
 
Case Reviews:  
 
The following cases were reviewed by the Panel.  A case summary of findings and recommendations are 
attached and made a part of these minutes. 
 
Group    Case #     Analyst 
    1    NF-014-24-NC   Jennifer Burke 
    2    NF-016-24-NC   Jennifer Burke 
    3    NF-083-24-C    Jennifer Burke 
    4    NF-069-24-C    Jennifer Burke 
    1    F-034-24-C    Cynthia Hildebrandt 
    2    NF-017-24-NC   Cynthia Hildebrandt 
    3    NF-095-24-C    Cynthia Hildebrandt 
    4    F-050-24-C    Cynthia Hildebrandt 
    2    NF-074-24-NC   Cindy Curtsinger 
    3    NF-059-24-NC   Cindy Curtsinger 
    1    NF-098-24-C     Jennifer Burke 
    4    NF-114-24-NC   Jennifer Burke 
    2    NF-087-24-C    Jennifer Burke 
    4    NF-111-24-C    Jennifer Burke 
    1    F-058-24-PH     Cynthia Hildebrandt 
    3    F-060-24-PH    Cynthia Hildebrandt 
    1    NF-013-24-C    Cynthia Hildebrandt 
    4    NF-063-24-C    Cynthia Hildebrandt 
    2    NF-151-24-NC   Jennifer Burke 
    3    NF-160/161-24-NC   Jennifer Burke 
    1    NF-145-24-NC   Jennifer Burke 
    2    NF-077-24-NC   Cynthia Hildebrandt 
    3    NF-088-24-C    Cynthia Hildebrandt  
    4    F-016-24-NC    Cynthia Hildebrandt 
    4    F-063-24-PH    Cynthia Hildebrandt   
    1    NF-157-24-NC   Cynthia Hildebrandt 
    2    NF-121-24-NC   Cynthia Hildebrandt 
    3    NF-092-24-C    Jennifer Burke 
    1    NF-099-24-C    Jennifer Burke 
    2    NF-086-24-C    Jennifer Burke 
    3    NF-164-24-NC   Jennifer Burke 
  



 

 
 
 
 
Additional Discussion:  
 
NF-151-24-C – Judge Messer wanted to note that under the statute, there is no legal difference between 
neglect and abuse.   
 
Motion to adjourn made by Steve Shannon and seconded by Matt Belcher.  
 
Meeting adjourned.  
 
Next meeting Tuesday, July 15th at 1:00 p.m.  
 


